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Ny facts on 1970 terrorism
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By DELLLA RGSSA :
LOS ANGELES— During the spring

of 1970, countzrrevolutionary Cuban

terrorists carricd out a series of armed

arson attacks Lere against the Hay-

market, a radical meeting place and .
bookstore; the offices of the Socialist .
Workers Party 1970 California clee-

tion campaign; and the Ashgrove, a.
cofice house that often made its fa-

ciiities available to radical causes,

All three victims of these attacks

of activity during the-
a ar_upsurge ihat chal-
.er"cd the {1.5. invasion of Cambodia
in May 1970,
Log Angal: aj)cmgtvﬂDmtrictAtmru
tepben §. 'Troft, who wag the _pros-
contor_in ihe case of three 6f the tor-
zoriats involved in the attacks here,
has now revealed in dlascussions with
this reporier that the terrorists had
been approached prior to their arson
raids by a man claiming to be with
e CTIA,

“Wien asled if he thought the CIA
was involved in organizing the arson |
attacks, Trott soid, "I wouldn't be gur-
prised at anything now, after Water-
gate. For Msmncc, theye s . Howard
Hunt, His
was to l_ie_ t_n Cuhnns _saying they f
would get back Cuba 1f they helped
the CIA. It wasg a viclous, disgustihg ]
buslness.

"The Cuban cxiles hate communiats
no much they would bomb anything
that moved,” Trott nald, referring to -
the right-wing opponents of the Cuban
revolution, called gusanos (wormas)

G
%]
C

MO /'methml of opermlon/ i

’K@@ lo atia

l’elnez, Castro, and Gonzalez were
arrested while attempting to flee the
Ashgrove coffechousc after the June
7, 1970, attack an that center. The

three pleaded gu.lty.—wh’cn/mmh
came to trial @;c 19, 1972,
tims of the three on_attacks report

that Pelaez, Castro, and Gonzalez were
only three of atleast a dozen gusanos
who participated in the armed terror-

- ist raids. No one else has yet been

prosecuted for tnking part’ the
attacks.
The attack on the Haymarket, which

tomlly destroyed the place, oceurred

in

April 13, 1970. Ron White, a witness .

to the raid, was splashed with a caus-
tic nolution that burned his lungs so

scvergly it was feared he would not +

live. His lungs are permanently dam-
aged. .

On May 27, the SWP campaign
headquarters at 1702 E. 4th Street
was gutted by an armed arson attack
by about a dozen gusanos. Four elce-
tion campalgn workers were held at
gunpoint and told they "would dic
for Fidel Castro.” The four were left

inside the building after it was set -

aflame  but were able to escape
through a fire exit.

IFollowing the attack on the SWP,

© the Citizens Committee for the Riphi

of Free Politieal Expression was orv-
ganlzed. Sponsors ingiuded Angela
Davis, State Senator Mervyn Dymally,.
Jane Fonda, Councilman Billy Mills,

and local heads of the Soclal vanccn

l Union, Amn_agmmcd (lothm;, Work-

by supporters of the (,ubun rvvnlu-
tion. =

The threc terroripts prosecuted by'
Trott—Marin Pelnez, Neynaldo Cas- -
tro, and Reynaldo Gonzalez — have all- ‘
been sentenced”on charges of conopir-. |

. Iu the attacks here. Pelace is serving ...

" Gonzalez
. 1o 10 years in state prison. -

T ht

a ten-month senfence in the Los
Angeles County jail.  Castro and
were given sentences of one

Trott's asscriion that the CJA was
tavolved In the terrorist activitles was
corroboxated by interviews with -

1:3_3&01’ the Los An[*olr\s I‘u De
partment L.zmma] L()IZBPII’EXCV "Ihvx-
sion. Critz was the attorney for fire
Hm’e gusanng, lle says he wns
aware that someonc claiming to he
from the CIA had approached a num-
ber of Cubans in Los Angeles in the
apring of 1970, "My clients were used
by snmeono." he aald, 'l know who

I.ounl revealed - thm & Cuban. hud

_approached Los Angeles Cuban coun-

terrevolutionories in May 1970 to
I

Comumnnlsm  and  get Caha

Wing e

. eey to commil arnan for thelr part; |

-~ PR o
crs, and Teamsters,

The committee's purpose was to
sccure the "arrest and conviction of
those responsible for the May 27
atieck on the SWP campaign head-
quarters. The pattern of police neg-
ligence in' the investigation was so
pervasive that it ralsed the questio

- of police complicity in an attempt t

cover up the real inspiration bchlmfl

the attacks. :
In the Ught of Watergate and thesc
new revelatlons by Trott, this suspi-

" - clon scems to have been ciearly mer-’
Jidward Gritz and .mr;vcant (hnrlns st

ited. The gusano eactions were tied

- to the Nixzon "game plan” aimed at

attacking the antiwar movement fol-
lowing the May 197¢ upsurge. The

. Los Angeles police and district attor-

ney's office appear to have been coap-

" erating in hiding this fact from the

vidune of fhe CIA -lnspired attacks.
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i that the ex tplosives they lh(‘d hnd been

Pelacz, Castro, and CGonzalez skipped
bail. Official court records reveal that
in April 1971, Jokn R. lioward, a
special agent for the Surety Insurance
I(ompnny, the company responsible
.for 7 tﬁelr bail, informed the I.os
Anpcles cEupcrlor Court that he had
located the three fugitives. Castro and
Gonzalez were, according to Howard's
)deposmon to the court, in in Mexico City

- Ant the headquarters of a gusano or-

“.ganization called Alp}m 66. He de-
. scribed this as an. al 1(\d puerr:ha
11 warfare training ,_.‘.ﬁli?lp that” was
. planning

anti-Cubon operations. Pe-
lacz was found at a Colgate-Palmolive
plant in Costa _Rx_m T
There 18 no evidence that there was

, any move on the part of the court

to bring the three back to Los Angeles
following the receipt of Howard's
report. Gritz now maintains they never
left the U1.S. Trott says he also doubts
that they were found as indicated in
Howard's deposition. is
] explanation for the discrepancy be-
tween these two reports.
In any case, the three gusano fugl
-tives were finally arrcsted only in
1972, "when Pelacz converted to the
! Jehovah's Witnesses and, according to
f Trott, confeased his role In the terrorist
I attacks in a letter sent directly to Pres-

fdent Nixon. The White IHouse, Trott
{ said, notified P’clacz of what he should
; do to make a formal confession.
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Following Pelacz's COI]fC!!L"!'ﬂE,GHIB

bench warrant was issued for -the
arrest of the three gusanos. One was
arrested in Connecticut and the others

! in Miaml.

s Trott was also the prosccutor
the case of two other gusano terrorists,
Ilector Cornillot y Lano Jr. and Juan
Garcia-Cardenas, for their part in
about 10 bombings in Les Angeles
in 1068. These included attacks on

{ the Shell Oil Corporation and two

" Mexican tourist offices. I'B1 -agents

. testified at the trial of these terrorists

in

{ peede S P

| obtained from the CTA for
1 ay of of Pigs mvaemn -

The fact that the CIA allowed these
J| gusanos to keep these explosives for
‘seven years after the Bay of Pigs
| flafco of 1961 is further evidence of
U CIA complicity in the April-May 1970
! terror ""uttaclcs against Los Angeles
i antiwar and socialist orgunizations,
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